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PRESS RELEASE 11/01/2021 
 

 
President Ramkalawan is taking the SinoPharm COV19-19 Vaccine. 

 
National COVID-19 Immunisation Campaign begins in Seychelles  
 
Seychelles, one of the top tourist destinations for travellers, leaps towards immunization as the 
country launched its national COVID-19 Immunization Campaign on Sunday, January 10, 2021. 
   
Being the first country in Africa to start a COVID-19 national vaccination program, Seychelles 
aims to be the first country in the world to vaccinate 70% of the over 18 years of age population 
in order to achieve herd immunity. 
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Leading by example, is the President of the Republic of Seychelles, H E Wavel Ramkalawan, as 
he takes the SinoPharm COVID-19 Vaccine, making him the first Head of State in Africa to take 
the first jab.    
  
The campaign launch, held at the Seychelles Hospital started on a high note as about a hundred 
people including leaders, health workers, media personalities received their first shot of 
the SinoPharm COVID-19 showing their support towards the country’s immunization efforts.    
  
Following the launch, the Ministry of Health will roll- out the administering of the Vaccine to 
key groups in the country as of Monday, January 11, 2021, starting with Health Care Workers 
and other front-line groups including the tourism industry operators.  
  
President Ramkalawan restated the need for the country to unite as a nation and to rally 
behind the Health Authorities to help curb the spread of this deadly virus, protect the lives of all 
citizens and restore economic development in the country.   
  
Attending the ceremony was the Former President of the Republic, Mr Danny Faure, who 
thanked President Ramkalawan for having him present and receive the vaccine. This greatly 
shows solidarity in the country, from previous to present leaders, as it battles the COVID-19 
pandemic.    
 
 
“With such a robust vaccination campaign, Seychelles aims to be the first country in the world 
to vaccinate at least 70% of its over 18 population. From there we will be able to declare 
Seychelles as being COVID safe,” President Ramkalawan emphasized.    
  
The president also added that Seychelles will be receiving new batches of vaccines soon, 
including 100,000 doses of the Oxford Astra-Zeneca vaccine that is due to arrive in the country 
by the end of January.    
  
Speaking of the vaccination Seychelles Minister for Foreign Affairs and Tourism, Mr Sylvestre 
Radegonde mentioned the importance of this move by the government for the industry.  
  
"The COVID-19 immunization campaign is an important milestone for the restart of our tourism 
industry as the country balances its efforts to maintain its tourism activities and protect its 
population from further spread of the virus. The world has not come to a standstill and there  
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are people who are still keen to travel. We need to fast rebuild our industry for our economic 
prosperity depends on it." said Minister Radegonde.     
  
Minister Radegonde further restated the need for the tourism industry partners to remain 
vigilant for their safety and the safety of the population.  
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